The role of the vulnerability of an atheromatous plaque has been recognized in the last years as a key determinant of a major cardiovascular event. However, atheromatous plaques are present in the entire arterial system, without being limited to coronary circulation. A particular location where plaque vulnerability is of major importance is represented by the carotid arteries. Vulnerable carotid plaques have been demonstrated to be associated with a significantly higher risk of stroke resulting from the rupture and embolization of an unstable carotid plaque. 
